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affixed to the title- page, which is quoted from 
Pr BREATTIE's Ode to Retirement, the word 


« golden” has bee substituted for © hoary.” 
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Wn” CF 
— : . a 

Sketch of the · Natural History of Wrens common 
> Wrenz—its Varieties ;—Wren of Buenos-Ayres ;— . 
Wren of Louisiana; North American Wren :—Yel-. 

low Wren :—Crested Wrens :—Ruby-crowned Wren; 

| Red-headed Wren ;—Scarlet-crowned blue Titmouse; 

 —Titmouse Wren ;—Gold-crested Wren, 


1 1 AM a sort of fairy among FO 
creatures. lodge under the leaf of 
die dak, and I scale its loftiest um: 
mit. I am the smallest bird of Eu- 
rope: nay, almost, of the world. Se- 
curity, which others hope from mag 
nitude, i is mine from the diminutive- ; | 
ness of my size. I pass through the 
| «Ü /h  m_ 
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meshes of common nets; cages can- 
not confine me; if J am driven into a 
room, I find an high-way through a 
crevice, or a key-hole, a triumphal 
arch to me; pursued in a garden, I 


Safe. 


-  merous, and it is divided into several 


most every nation, and every climate. 
Me endure the cold of Iceland, and of 

M.,agellan's s land; and we bear the 
heat of Bengal in the old world, and 


in american Meshasippiꝰ, the father 
of floods; we twitter to the wandering 


* called Miss. 
5 Iroquois; ; 


* 


creep behind a and am 


The family of Wa Rxs is very nu- 


and exterior appearances, we visit al- 


of the Antilles in the new. We bathe. 
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| Iroquois; we sojourn with the Illinois, 


we visit the Spaniard while he is toil- 


ing in Mexico and Acapulco, and 
sometimes we peep into the cottages 

of his own country. We travers | 
Europe, alighting alternately amid the 
ruins of the Greeks and of the Romans; 
erossing the vallies and the lakes of 


Switzerland, the garrisons of Germany, 


the departments of France, and the 


islands of Denmark; the waves of the 


Baltic, the cities of Sweden, and the 
forests of Norway; and some indi- 


viduals pass all their time among 
the mountain woods, the willows, and - 


the gardens, of Britain. 


In every place we are received with 


royal titles. rina 
B 2 W 
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was ;: called Beating, or Little . ; 
and Papazzino, or Little Pope; and 
the Germans styled me Gekroentes, or 
 Crowned-bird. It were endless to re- 
count the various names by which the 
Pole, the Dane, the Fleming, or the Ice- 
Jander, describes us: but I think it right 
to give the Reader some idea of the re- 
| spect which I hold in foreign countries. 
I might add to these, the Frenchman's 
appellation, Roitelet; a title that is sy- 
nonomous with the others; and I 
might increase the list with more of 
similar import: but I rather choose to 
be sincere, and to acknowledge that, 
among my other names, I have some 
more humble. Thus, some Germans 
call me Holtz meisse, or Wood- mouse; 


the Greeks name me Tettigon, or the 
, e 
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Gd and in England, though the 
learned write me Regulus, 1 am 
commonly known as the Crested, or 
Gold-crested Wren. . 
In the description of my kamih, 
which will serve to distinguish myself, 
1 $hall separate it, first, into three prin- 
cipal divisions. Two of these are 
yellow ; the third, whose appearance 
is intirely different, is, perhaps, the 
most numerous, and it has received 
very flattering distinctions. These 
birds have even been said, but I ap- 
prehend jocosely, to rival their majes- 
ties, the Eagles. Reports have also 
been hawked about the bushes, by the 
Magpies, of battles* fought between 


* The Trochilus, [little Top] or common Wren, is 
also called Chief, or King; wherefore the Eagle is re- 
ported to fight with it. Aristotle. Book IX. Chap. 2. 


BS: the 


P 
ship; but to these idle stories, I can- 
not pay the least credit. If ever a 
Wren opposed an Eagle it was in self- 
| defence; and I will venture to say 
that, the contest was soon decided. 
The branch of which I am now 
speaking consists of the little brown 
birds whose feathers are marked like 
those of the Woodcock. It has four 
zub-divisions : the first is the well 
known inhabitant of the villages ; the 
second differs from this. in its appear- 
ance only by more brilliant shades, 
and it inhabits, among other places, 
the banks of the de la Plata, whence 
it sometimes enters the vessels in pur- 
suit of flies. I remember hearing of 
one of these, who, upon some occa- 
5-7.» 9? TRE Sion 


sion of . sort, was taken W 
and confined at Buenos-Ayres ; upon 
which account, it has been known by 
that name. The third class is the 
Wren of Louisiana: this is rather 
larger than the former, and has a plu- 
mage that is somewhat between the 
brown Wren and the yellow. The 
fourth is twice the size of the com- 
mon Wren; it hives in North America: 
visiting New-York in May. and re- 
tiring Southward in August. 

The two remaining principal classes 


of Wrens almost entirely resemble 


each other in plumage ; but it is mine, 
only, that bears a crest. The crest- 

less yellow Wren has no sub- division: 
but of Crested Wrens there are, like 
the brown Wrens, four ramifications. 
£1 The 
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| The Cineted Won who. differs levit 
from. myelf, is that of Pennsylvania. 
| He is one third larger than I am, 


and his crest has the colour of the 


ruby, rather than of the marygold : 


but the female part of that family has. 
no crest whatever; whereas, all of 


mine are crested. The red-headed 
Wren, of the Cape of Good Hope, is 


peculiar to that part of Africa. He is 
still larger than the last; his wings 
are black, and his legs are reddish. 


Another family has settled i in Green- 


land. I have had no personal ac- 


quaintance with these: but I am told 


that, they have also some relation to 


a the Titmouse ; that, part of their ap- 
parel is blue; and that, ey wear 


scarlet crowns. 


There 


"4 
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There is another tribe, called Tit- 
mouse -Wrens, residing in Cayenne, that 
partake, as its name fully indicates, 
of the characters of  Titmice : it | 
has, however, a jonquil-coloured 
crown, which sufficiently establishes_ 
its relationship with my family. 
Asa it is right to distinguish myself 
from so various an assemblage of birds, 
with whom, it is possible, I might be 
confounded; and as outside appear- 
ances have, necessarily, much im- 
portance in the opinion of the world; 
I shall observe that my. golden, or 
orange - coloured, crest is bordered with 
black along each side; that a white 
ray passes over mine eyes, joins the 
black edging of my crown, and an- 
other black streak that surrounds 
each 
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"thi eye. My WEY nd the Kittle 
coverts of my wings are of an olive 
yellow; my throat and breast of a 
bright rufous, inclining to olive on 
the sides; the feathers round my bill 
are whitish ; and, from these, issue „ 
few black bristles, like those of the 
Red - breast; the quils of my wings are 
. brown, edged exteriorly with yellow: 
there are some black spots, and two 
of a dingy white upon each of my 
wings; the feathers of my tail are of 
a dun olive, mine eyes are chesnut, 
and my legs are yellowich. My total 
8 is about three inches and an 
half, of which my body engrosses full 
one third; and my weight i is * 
an hundred grains. | 

I trust that, by the assistange of this 
minute te description, J am in some de- 

. See | 


gree 1 tothe acer Ss imagi- 


nation; and that, now, the mental 
eye will always bye it in its power to 
behold me. : 
Notwithstanding the general se- 
curity of which I have boasted, and 
though open force is seldom fatal to 


| any of my race, treachery frequently 


entraps us. Artificial calls invite us 


to the snare, and every autumn the 
shambles of Nuremberg are filled 


with gold-crested Wrens. Into this 


danger I was once betrayed. I was 
caught, and must soon have been de- 
stroyed, had not fortune with her own 


right hand delivered me. Saved from 
death, I was imprisoned in a gauze- 


covered-cage, and, while I deplored - 


my condition, E was conveyed, in 
Za : the 
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the puke from Ham mburgh to the 
Thames. 

Arrived in this, to me, a foreign 
country, I have, as is usual, paid more 
than ordinary attention to the scenes 
that I have witnessed : dragged from 

my native woods, I have, not un- 
naturally, looked back upon them 
with uncommon veneration, an d in- 
dulged myself with minute recollec- | 
tions. Upon the tablet of my me- 
mory I trace, with holy admiration, 
: bright colours, anddistinct contours, 
the piny landscapes and cavernous 
mountains of my country: I mark my 
favorite trees, their pale-green shoots, 
and their dewy leaves The re- 
membrance of the past employs my 


feelings; the observation of the pre- 
| sent 


Ke sent my understanding. I have 
| wished to communicate the result of 
both: and where with better hopes 


2 than in Britain, which a french phi- 
1 losopher has called the country of 
m learning and of kindness, can Iventure 
n- to publish these pages, which are at 


once to astonish the learned, and rest 
upon the indulgence of the kind? 


E - - ea 


Some account of my 8 55 


1 


4 was he within” the territories of 

che duchy of Wirtemberg: a part of 
Swabia that bordersupon France. The | 
dwelling in which I was reared was an 
hollow ball, the walls and roof of 
which were composed of moss and 
Spider-webs, lined with the softest 
down. It had no windows, and the 
only door was an exceeding private 
one. It was built among the Ivy 
that crept up the buttress of a ruin 
which stands in an extensive forest. 
I had six brothers and sisters; and I 

„ remem- 


remember the time when we were 
smaller than honey- bees. No crests 
then adorned our heads, nor no white 
spots our wings: but I know not 
whether any description will assist 
dou to imagine the grotesqueness of 
my figure when, a moss like-ball my- 


-8 self, I ventured from the nest, without 


tail or wings, crept up the slanting 

walls of the buttress, ran along the 
| branches of ivy, and hung from the 
leaves by my sharp claws. Lou 
would have been pleased to see the 
little group which my brethren and 
myself composed, so busy among the 


berries of our native tree, so active to 


take the insect game that frequented 
our leafy plains, or found coverts in 
our thickets of blossoms. But, how- 
C 2 = ever 


ever amusive it I have been to 
you, it was real business to us. It 
was needful for our daily provision. 
You will not suppose that we em- 
Ployed our lives $0 wretchedly as to 
run about killing other creatures, 
merely because we 20 nothing elbe | 

8 5 
In a little time, our rapid Fer 
and improvement induced our parents 
to leave us, during whole hours, intirely 
alone. Upon one occasion, neverthe- 
less, we made manifest our in- 
discretion. It was a delightful after- 
noon, and we enjoyed'it among the 
sculptured ornaments of our venerable 
ruin. Reposing upon the lip of a 
saxon h&ad that decorated the gate- 
way, Tlost all recollection, and gazed 
| | without 


* 


without interm ission at the setting 


sun, and purple landscape. The 


mosses, and the lichens, that were now 
the best ornaments of an edifice with 
which pride itself was once satisfied, 


contributed the richest colours to the 
glowing scene; and when I remem- 


bered how dingy and how dull those 


plants had seemed in cloudy weather, 


I thought that, even excellence needs 


some fortunate beam to give it 
lustre. But it was not only the walls 


of our ruin that I surveyed. Lofty 


pines, whose dark foliage was then 
richly empurpled, rose as I thought, 
into the very heavens. A lake received 


upon its still surface the splendor of 


the sky, and the. shadows of the trees 


that * their over-hanging mo- 
3 © none 


| Z and to the rest of my-' brethren, and | 
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tionless branches in its water. From 
its shallows the birds were retiring, 
and it was not till these had nearly dis- 
appeared, and J had heard the ravens 
cawing around the tops of the adjacent 
beeches, that I started from my re- 
verie, and eee to travel home- 
ward. 

I called aloud to my elder brother, 


821d : © How could you let me sit here 
* so long? The clouds of evening 
* have risen in the horizon: the mist 
© hovers over the lake, and hides the 
< trunks of the trees. The ravens are' 
going to roost, and owls will cer- 
« tainly be abroad before we 1 
« home.” 

My brothers and ditersrallied mein 
„ 8 ee, 


* 
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return, saying that, as I had made so 
g. many observations upon the time of 
is- day, it was myself that should have 
ns given notice of the approach of dark - 
nt ness. I found it impossible to defend 
e- myself against so many voices: so, 
e- giving up the point, I hastily joined 
them, and set an example of expedi- 
E. tious progress. 
d We performed the — part of 
e our journey with facility. It was only 
g to go to the right through the clump = 
1 
e 
p 


of dandelion, and to the left of the 
crimson and the yellow calf 's-snout, 
| the leaves of which are always wet - 
— with the vapors that they attract; 
then, turning down by the tuft of ſine 
grass, to cross the chapel- window 3 
and immediately enter our ow] Ivy: 

| but, 


„ TE CRESTED WREN. 
but, before we reached this retreat, 
we fancied that we heard an owl: the 
air began to grow cool and heavy ; we 
wanted to go to sleep, and we were 

rather alarmed by the red light that 
gleamed from the declining sun, and 
by the long, dark, and matted shadows 
that were projected by the grasses. 
These new appearances' rendered of 
no use all our experience. We could 
scarcely distinguish the places towhich 
we were most accustomed. We knew 
very well how to keep along the gray 
stone in one place, along the yellow, 
the rusty, the light or dark olive lichen 
in others; and where to cross the 
white: we knew what hills of moss 
we had to climb, what vallies to de- 
scend: we knew the marks in the 
WY - walls 


wills that served us for mile-stones: 
and we knew the general appearance 


of the objects that looked homeward : 


or otherwise; but every thing was 
altered. We lost our time in scramb- 
ling round shadows which we imagin- 
ed to be pits; and so thoroughly were 


we deceived that, the brink appearing 


otherwise than I had ever seen it, I 


actually fell down a chink from which 


wood-pigeons had picked away the 
mortar. I was at the bottom of the 


— 


| precipice in a moment, and heard, 
without being able to reply, the voices 
of my sisters, who lamented my dis- 
| aster, and of my brothers who, desired 


me to make haste up, * and never 


„% mind it.“ 


For my own part, I had . 
despaired 


no ssconer did I use it, than my poor 
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.despaired of escape from my situation, Wh: 
when I heard the voice of one of my Mot 
brothers, more distinctly than before, Noi 
and turning toward the sound, Ibeheld 
' a broad opening, down the whole 
depth of the cavern, through any part 
of which three of us mighthave passed 
a-breast. I had scarcely discovered 
this when I saw my brother's head 
peeping in, with becoming caution. 
On this, I recovered my voice : but 


brother started back, with every symp- Ws; 
tom of terror. I ran after him, and 
found that, by this time, all my brothers 
and sisters had come down to assist 
The exultation of our hearts on sur- 
mounting this misfortune, took from 
Þ - 28h 
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us, during some moments, all memory 
of our first dilemma. Recollecting 
burselves, at length, we made all the 
haste in our power, and arrived, after 
many difficulties, among the ivy that I 
have already mentioned. The owl 
hooted again. We passed, trembling, 
along certain smooth branches, and 
others ragged, as wy-branches fre- 
quently are. We knew our way by 
the spots upon the leaves, by little 
variations in their shapes, or by the 
sides that they presented towards 
Jus. We passed, not without regret, 
several collections of insects eggs, . 
promising ourselves to eat them in the 

morning. At last, we arrived at an 
opening by which our parents had 
1 once lcd us as a shorter way than the 
C common. 
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common. Distance was never of 
more consequence to us than on that 
occasion, wherefore, we resolved to 


take the nearest way. We had not 


— - 
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road. We knew neither how to re- 
turn, nor to go forward. We took our 
course at random; and, after wander- 


lose every hope of arriving at home 
that night. Some were too tired to 
proceed: some gave themselves up 
to affliction. In this situation, I pro- 
posed that, one, at least, of our party 
should go to the outer branches of the 
ivy, and look if any thing like hope, 
that had left our shades, might be dis- 
covered in the ample prospect. The 
sugges⸗ 


- 


proceeded fat before we found our- | 
selves to be intirely ignorant of the 


ing about to no purpose, we began to 


suggestion was well received by my 
| brethren. I was famous for enter- 


—õ— EEE 


prize ; upon which account, I was 
commusstoned to execute my design. 
I crept along a branch that led direcly 


8 outward, and having looked about 


very carefully, that I might find the 


way again, I advanced to the last leaf 
| of the spray, and suryeyed the scene 


before me. It was not dark: the sun 


had disappeared; but there remained 
along the horizon some semblance of 


his glory : the moths were not come 


out: but, except the Nightingale, 's 


to whose song I listened, all the 


birds were at rest. 


I imagined, from the objects that I 
saw, that, we were very near our 


own nest; and Icalled out as loudly as 


D 5 I could: 


I could: Ws ate lost, we are lost. 
I faneied that I heard a reply; and | 
was about to repeat my complaint: 
but à bat darted swiftly” along, and 
-. deprived me of all my courage. I re- 
turned in haste to my brethren, and 
endeavoured to comfort them with an 
assurance that, we were nearly at 
home, and that, night was by no 
means closed in 
It was so dark under the leaves that, 


muy assertion, notwithstanding its 


truth, afforded but little consolation. 
We began our march again, but ar- 
riving soon at a large bank of moss, 
and other warm materials, we unant- 
mously agreed to remain there till 
morning. 
2 8 have ever heard ag! babbling 
of 


of a parcel of chickens when they 
nestle together for sleep, you may al- 


most think that you hear our little 
clamor upon this occasion. But our 
expressions were not altogether of the 
same description. They were not 
| only such as these: Get off my toes! 


* let me put my wing down, and then 


| © will sit close. What shall we do 


* in the morning? I must have my 
« head up !”—our murmurings were 
upon more serious subjects; and 
though, every now and then, we were 
frightened into total silence, by the 
terrific cries of the owls, we presently 
resumedour voices and our complaints. 

Soon, however, we were stopped 


by a voice that relieved us by a sudden 


emotion of pleasure, from our grief 
D 2 and 
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and dismay. It was the voice of our 
mother, who said: Why do you 
<« $tay outside? It is late already!” 
We were much surptized by these 
words. We could tell neither whence 
they came, nor their meaning. We 
had no inclination to stay outside. We 
listened attentively, and presently 
heard the voice again. To our com- 
plete astonishment, we discovered 
that, the sound came from under our 
feet. While we were silent from 
amazement, our mother came; and 
she showed us that, at the time we 
were lamenting our incapacity of 
finding the house, we were really as- 
sembled upon its top. 
When we first assembled thick. 
our mother was out in search of us; 
„ and 


ran, Ay 


4 wed AY Off 


a—__ co. ou” Hut 
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and our father, who had taken a dif- 


ferent route, did not return for a con- 
siderable time. We were under great 
apprehensions for his safety; but he 
presently arrived without any accident. 
We learned that, the cause of our 


mistake when we were actually upon 
the nest was, its very different forma- 


tion withinside and without. For 


4 though perfect neatness and form 1s 


preserved internally, it outwardly ex- 
hibits only a shapelesss heap of moss, 
and other materials—by this means it 
is frequently preserved from destroyers, 
who would not overloox it, if it bore 
the appearance of workmanship. 


Ds: CHAP. 
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Separation of Birds not painful j;—The Hawk :—Nature 
of Laudanum, or Opium, and the method of gather- 


ing that drug—Childish Mischief N of the 
Storks. | 


As it it is he's custom of our race to 
quit the nest before we are fledged, 
it will not appear extraordinary that, 
in a short time we entirely forsake it. 
Our little family lived in perfect hap- 
piness. We parted without design, 


and without troubling ourselves by the 


idea of eternal, or even Jong, separa- 
tion,” 
There is a fries and: the re- 
verse of bashfulness in our character 
. 3 © 


discriminate acquaintance. We make 
companions of Creepers, Titmice, all 
the varieties of Wrens, and of every 
other bird whose size and habits * 
bear any resemblance to our own. 
From our earliest days, it was our 
practice to mingle with every bird of 
this sort that we happened to meet, 
and to associate with them in what- 
ever our strength permitted, This 
habit increased with our capacities; 
and we were often separated from 
each other for several days together. 
The frequency of these privations pre- 
vented us from suffering any uneasi- 
ness; and as we found that, after in- 
tervals, of whatever duration, we met 
together again, we were saved from 
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the affliction of non. e farewel 


75 our last! 
A troop of Wrens and other birds, 


who had passed the night in our neigh- 


bourhood, joined us one morning 
while we were picking our breakfast. 
Each helped himself according to his 
taste: neither plenty nor variety were 
wanting. Nature is so liberal that, 


her board is always covered, even to 


profusion, whether the guests come 
or not; and she mingles all foods, 
dees erbse insects, fruits, upon the 
same foot of ground, as if she would 
promote friendly intercourse among 
all her creatures, by inviting them to a 
table Phote, a common table. 

While we were thus enjoying our 


meal, one > of the party perceived an 
hawk, 


and even flight scarcely promised 


could bestow. ö 


to be seen, nor no sound to be heard: 
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hawk, and he communicated the 
dreadful circumstance to the rest. 
We were immediately overcome with 
consternation. Terror prevented flight, 


escape. At this moment, the report of 
a gun reverberated through the forest: 
we forgot the hawk, and even our 
companions. Every one flew away: 
without considering whither he should 
g0; or, what benefit chan ge of place 


An interval of silence, that was not 
without its horrors, followed the dis- 
charge of the gun. At first, flocks of 
birds hastened for shelter among the 
trees; but, after this, no creature was 


the very leaves and herbage seemed to 
refrain 


refrain from motion. One might have Wee 
imagined that, the forest was thus tir 
silent either through indignance : at the Wits 
violation of its peace, or, respect for w 
its unfortunate inhabitants. 0¹ 

In a little time, I saw some of my Wc: 
companions alight upon the ground. g. 

I joined them, and we rambled to- v 
gether during the whole morning. h 

| Me visited a castle upon the top of a v 
| _ lofty mountain, whence the country, co- l 
| vered with autumnal fog, appeared like g 
a vast ocean. By degrees, other moun- b 
tains and castles became perceptible, s 
| \ 
kf 

| 

x 
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and appeared like so many islands on 
the bosom of the sea. Than this pros- 
pect, what could present us with a 
more sublime idea of the power of the 
. or of the en of his un- 
seen 
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deen creations As the grey 7 al re- 


tired, a sunny landscape presented 
itself: vineyards, villages, corn- fields, 
woods, and palaces, arose from amid 
our fancied ocean. A world was 
created while we looked on. The 
golden summits of the hills, covered 
with sheep with dazzling white fleeces, 
had scarcely appeared before they 
were lost again in mists, and the val- 
leys, in their turn, discovered their 
green meadows; some brightened 
by the beams of day, others over- 
spread with shade. As the morning ad- 
vanced, the vapours ascended toward 
the middle heaven; the mountain- 
heads became dusky and colourless, 
and, here and there, along their rocky 
aides, the last lingering clouds were 

— 
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dissipated. Roads, farms, and streams, 
were all beneath our feet, and at a 
distance, the Danube winded along. 
This river, in its course of thirteen 
hundred miles, flows through Swabia, 
Bavaria, Austria, Hungary, and through 
Moldavia in the Turkish dominions, 
where it loses itself in the Euxine. It 
receives the waters of twelve broad 
streams, and of more than eighty ri- 
vulets; and fifty cities are seated along 
its banks. The German contends 
for the glory of this river, in preference 
of all the rivers of the world: but the 
Turk, with the grandeur of eastern 
sentiment, asserts the superior ma- 
jesty of the Nile, that has its sources 
in the Mountains of the Moon in the 
interior of Africa, because its waves 
haye 


os been less 3 stained with 
human blood. | 

When the heat of noon crochet; | 
we retired to an adjacent thicket, 
Ourstomachs were satisfied, and a short 


time having passed in dressing our fea- 


thers, the business of the morning was 
accomplished, and we entered into 


full conversation. There were upon 


the adjoining branches, birds of va- 
rious feather, natives of different 
places. Some had rambled little, 
others were great travellers, but all 
had stories to tell. A crested wren 


had even come from Candia, the 


island formerly called Crete. He had 


crossed the sea to Morea upon the sail- 
yard of a Turkish galley, and having 


passed by Corinth, had flown over 
E 1 008 


ee 
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the gulph of Lepanto; and after many 
wanderings, and a longer flight, had 
gained Italy at the castle of Otranto. 
He was anxious to tell us how lau- 
danum was reaped; for he had been 
at the harvest. The shrub, he said, 
grows to the height of two feet and 
an half, and bears flowers that some- 
what resemble those of the sweet 
briar. It thrives among sandy hillocks, 
he said, and the juice distils through 
the leaves. In ancient days, besides 
using the proper instrument, it was 
customary to comb the juice from oft 
the beards and hair of the goats who 
broused upon the shrub. The time 
for reaping is in the middle of the day, 
when no wind is stirring to bring dust 
upon the juice. Then, with an inatru- 
ment 


j 


o 1 


J. 


THE CRESTED WREN, 29 


ment like an hay-rake that is furnished 
with a double row of long straps of 
leather instead of teeth, which is 


\ trailed over the plants, the © reaper 


walks along till the straps are loaded 
with the clammy juice; and having 
scraped off the laudanum with a knife, | 
he renews the operation. 

A Titmouse next informed us that, 
it was only a few days since he leſt 
Stutgard. He had seen the funeral 
of a clergyman, whose life had been 
rendered miserable by the childich | 
trick of a playfellow. When he wass 
very young, some thoughtless boy 
thrust a bean into his ear. It remained 
there till it had struck root; and at last 
was not extracted without imminent 
danger of his life. As he grew up, a 

12 tumor 
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tumor was Genet in " Hound, of the 
size of a pullet's egg, which must 
have suffocated him, had it not been 
burned away. This cure was accom- 
plished at the end of three months that 
were employed in agonizing opera- 
tions. Six hundred times, red hot 
irons were put into his mouth. 
A sparrow informed us that, having 
for several years possessed a retreat 
beneath a roof at the university of Tu- 
bingen, he had witnessed there an 
event which he persuaded himself 
would be considered as worthy to be 
recorded. From his first acquaintance 
with the place, the sparrow said, he 


* This misſortune, the relation of which may be of 
much advantage, befel M. Gramlech, afterward chaplain 
to the court of wn. who died about the year, 


1728. | 
had 
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had been: accustomed to observe in 
one of the court-yardsof the university, 
a tame stork, who lived peaceably 


among a collection of poultry. It 


happened that a student, count Victor 
Gravenitz, discharged a piece at the 
nest of a wild stork, that was built 
contiguous to the college. The ball 
wounded, in all probability, the stork 
who was sitting in the nest. This 
circumstance happened in autumn, 
immediately before the migration of 


the foreign storks. When spring re- 


turned, and storks again visited Ger- 


many, one of these birds was ob- 
served upon the roof of the college. 


By incessant chattering, it gave the 


tame stork who walked in the court- 


yard as before, to understand that, it 
| Es - was 


was : ADE of its company. But the 
wings of the domiciliated bird having 
been clipped, it was not in its power 
to comply with -the invitation. Ob- 
serving this, the stranger, with much 
precaution, came down to the upper 
gallery. It had not courage, at first, 
to descend lower ; but, the next day, 
he came to an under gallery, and 
after some time, and much hesitation, 
he alighted in the court itself. The 

tame stork went to meet with a soft 
cheerful note, when, to the astonish- 
ment of every one, the other fell in upon 
him with the utmost fury. It appeared 
that the wild stork imagined the tame 
Stork to be guilty of the outrage that 
had, in the preceding year, been com- 
mitted upon him; and he was, per- 


. haps, 
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haps, more ready to lay this offence to 
the charge of the tame stork, on ac- 
count of a secret dislike to the bird 
who did not practise the same ha- 


bits of life with the rest NY his spe- 


cies. 

The cates present interfered 
in this instance, and drove away the 
wild stork; but not intimidated by 
this, he returned the next day to the 


attack, and during the whole summer, 


continual skirmishes took place. A 
gentleman of authority in the col- 


lege, gave orders that the tame stork 


should not be assisted, since he had 
but a single antagonist to encounter; 
and the bird finding himself obliged 


to depend upon his own exertion, was 


always the better prepared. He de- 


fended 
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fended himself so well, that at the end 
of the season the stranger could boast 
of but little advantage. 
In the following spring, however, 
the stork returned with three others; 
and these, without any diffidence des- 
cended at once into the college area, 
and instantly attacked the tame stork. 
The bird defended himself with in- 
| credible valour, and almost outstripped 
human warriors in the address and 
boldness of his conduct. Not one of 
his assailants escaped without a wound; - 
but at length, overpowered by su— 
perior numbers, and covered with 
blood, his strength began to fail, and 
his conquest seemed completed. 

At this moment, the most unexpec- 
ted relief presented itself. All the 

| turkies, 
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nigklen, ducks, geese, and the rest of 
the fowls with whom the stork had 
lived, and who were attached to him 
because of his mild and friendly be- 
haviour, advanced at once, and over- 
coming the dread of danger, they sur- 
1, MW rounded their distressed companion, 
. and defended him against his enemies. 
= But if the friendship of these excite 
1 admiration, what shall we say of the 
generosity of a peacock, who had al- 
F ways expressed a positive aversion to 
5 the stork, but who, on the present 1 
occasion, regardless of private animo- 
sity, and without the enthusiasm of 
affection, was among the first to es- 
pouse the cause of justice; and who, 
by his loud authoritative voice, his 
strong limbs, and * habili- 
ments, 


— 
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ments, ae e oreatly to the suc- 
cess of the interposition. An honour- 
able retreat was secured to the tame 


m 
Stork, and the four invaders were com- a 
pelled to quit the court- yard under so t 


much disadvantage that, during the c 

remainder of the season, they never Ne 

renewed the attack. _ - ſ 

Ihe whole of this extraordinary en- « 

gagement was witnessed by many 

Spectators in the galleries, some of 

whom were with difficulty restrained 

from assisting the stork. Among 

these, count Victor was particularly 

conspicuous : for he considered him- 

self as the cause of the poor stork's 

misfortunes. 

After this day, striot attention was paid 

to prevent the 1 incursions of the enemy, 
and 
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and the effusion of blood : but, about 
the beginning of the third. spring, 
more than twenty storks suddenly 
alighted in the area, and before 


the tame stork's faithful life guards 
could assist him, or any persons of the 


college, he was destroyed by the nu- 
merous army. Their conquest, how- 
ever was bought dearly: for with his 
usual bravery, he defended himself to 
the last.* | N 


Ld 


* The truth of this story may be depended upon. 
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_ CHAP. IV. 
CT 


The myterious castie the misfortunes that befel me 
on entering it. 


We all listened attentively to the 
story which the sparrow related; and 
we considered it as one of the most 
important that was eyer recorded of 
what are called brute creatures, It. 
cannot be doubted that the wild stotk 
considered the attack of count Victor 
Gravenitz as in some way caused by 
the tame bird. This plain fact, un- 
accompanied by other circumstances, 
would be sufficient to prove that these 


creatures are not without Observation: 
that 


bl 


1E 
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that they know when they are in jured, 
and when they are benefited, and by 
whom. The return of the stork as- 


sisted by others, after a period of, at 
least six months, shews not only that 


they are capable of communicating 
their ideas to others of their species, 
and of doing this so completely as to en- 
gage them to act a part in their designs; 
and that they feel a regard for each 


other which can induce them to give 


their assistance. HMalso shews that, 
they know persons and places again by 


sight; and that their memory retains 
the idea of transactions of which those 
persons or places were the causes or 


the scenes. If the stork had been a 
mere animal machine, he could have 


remembered his wound no longer than 
ES he 
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he felt its pain. The . continuation | 
of the attacks, and the increase of 
forces during three years, serve to 
prove more strongly that which has 
been already advanced: The poultry 
displayed virtues that can need no 
comment. | | 
In the afternoon we dispersed in 
search of food. I rambled from place 
to place through the fertile fields of 
Wirtemberg, and in the course of a 
few days, I passed Tubingen myself. 
I did not fail to visit the roofs of the 
University, and, after some difficulty, 
21 found, by the sparrow's description, 
the very court in which the extraordi- 
"nary battles took place. I regarded 
With veneration the spot upon -which 
N innocence had suffered, 
and 
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and which had been ennobled by such 
generous friendship. 
Passing northward, I crossed the 


* 


Necker, and, a week after this, I 


arrived in Franconia. I left with in- 


considerate wing, the country in which 


I was born, and continued travelling 
till I reached the suburbs of Nurem- 


berg. I found, by report, and by com- 
parison, that Wirtemberg has fewer 


rugged districts and barren mountains 
than the other countries of Germany, 
but Franconia had abundance of all 
that I desired. 

I had not enjoyed many days nts 


' neighbourhood of Nuremberg, before 
1 joined a merry party of birds, the 


greater part of whom were crested- 
wrens, and with these I entered an 
F unfrequented 


* * 
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unfrequented forest. Among some 
lofty firs, we saw a wooden building, 
with one small window. We had 
scarcely discovered this edihce when 
we heard the voice of a Wren inviting 
us to enter it. On approaching some- 


what nearer, we saw a blue titmouse, 
at the window of whom we asked 
some account of the building ? The 


Wren that spoke from within made 
so much noise that our enquiries could 


not be heard: but invitations louder 


than ever issued from the window. 


There was something of mystery in 
the appearane of this castle; we con- 


tinued during some time in doubt 


whether it would be proper to yield 
to the invitation. We spent more than 
an hour in flying round the building, 


which 
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which we discovered to have three 
sides, supported by beams against 


three firs. In each of these sides 


there was a little window; and at 
each window a titmouse. This bird 


did nothing but jump to and fro, 


within a very small space, Sometimes 


carelessly twittering. 
We felt great curiosity concerning 


the inside of this place, but I know 
not how long we might have sat look- 


Ing at it, had not some birds from an 
opposite quarter entered one of the 
windows. We could resist no longer. 
At the same window, fast following 
each other, myself and about one 
hundred others immediately poured: 


in. I was among the last; and as I 


entered J heard oy the: most dreads. 1 


. 


\ ct 
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ful screams. Thad no leisure where- t 
in, to conjecture the cause. I went 
in because the next before me did 4 
80, and because others were pressing 
on my heels. 
Ihe mystery of the * was ex- 
| plained. The castle, the loud in- 
vitation, the titmice, were now no 
longer beyond our comprehension: 
but dearly did we pay for the eluci- 
dation of these secrets! In a moment 
we found ourselves the captives of 
bird-catchers. 
Me were thrown by handsful into 
a long flat box. In this dungeon 
we. were piled upon one another as if 
we had been dead, and in a little 
time, the greater part were really so. 
Oyer the box a \thick cloth was 


thrown, 


THE CRESTED WREN. 5 


thrown, and toward evening we were 


carried to the hovel of the bird- 


catcher. 


Pressed as I was on every side, and 
intirely deprived of air, life seemed 


nearly overcome. I heard faint cries 
from some of my companions; but 
few were able to utter even these. 
Our limbs were thrown in every 


possible way, and it was not in our 
power to use the least motion. One 
of my wings was under the whole 


weight of another; one of my feet 
was forced into the beak of a bird, 


who hit it in expiring, which I was 


not able to withdraw; and the nails 


of another bird pierced my breast. 
The sensations of misery that I sut- 
fered were acute; but benevolent 


nature 
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nature would not suffer them to be 
durable. There is a point at which 


every thing must stop; and pain and 


ruin have an end. In a little time 
my pulses seemed to cease; and by 
degrees a soft delirium took possession 
of what remained of life. In this 
state, the mind does not altogether 
invent new, but rather distorts, newly 
colours, and changes the places of 


real circumstances. The warm and 


downy feathers of the dead and 
dying were, in my weak imagina- 
tion, the nest in which I was born; 
the cries of the sufferers lost the bit- 
terness of their anguish, and were 
only the little plainings of my brothers 
and sisters, for the return of our 
father and our mother. My nerves 

| _ grew 
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grew paralized, and were no longer - 


tortured by the pressure of sharp 
claws, which I now fancied to be 


only the little feet of my brother. 
I heard their noises again: I looked 
out from the nest: I saw the forest, 
the lake, the swans upon its surface, 
the bright rising sun: I, too, was 


hungry: I uttered a little cry; but 


nature soon ceased to want: I be- 
heved that our parents returned, and 
I was satisfied. 
Early in the morning, for poverty 
rises before day-break, in the coldest 
hours, the bird-catcher lifted our box 
to carry us to market. He handled 


it roughly, but how should the 
' wretched be kind? Unhappiness 


poftens the heart; but these people 
are 
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are not unhappy, they are miserable. 
Having been dragged and jolted 
through narrow and filthy lanes, we 
came to the market-place. The bird- 
catcher disposed of his load and de- 


parted. The wholesale purchaser 
began to sort his birds, and as I lay 


near he top, I was soon uncovered. 
this relief produced but little alter- 
ation in me: but though I exhibited 
no signs of life, I began to know 


what passed. The air was full of the 


stench of decaying vegetables; and 
of ardent spirits; and of the sounds 


of abusive language, quarrelling, the 
clanking of the horses iron sboes, 


the execrations of their drivers, and 
the rumbling of carts. Our pur- 


chaser was soon taken away from 


her 


e tate peed wed of 
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her employment by the noise of a 
battle; and, as she presently joined 


* * 


in it herself, it was long before she 


returned. | 
About two hours having passed, 


J heard the ringing of a bell, which 


continued some time. A few mi⸗ 


nutes after this had ceased; the 
market - woman returned to her 
chamble, and proceeded in her 
work. During her absence I had 
recovered so much of vigour that, 
when she put her hand for the next 


bird, I sometimes managed to avoid 
her fingers when I chanced to be in 


their way. I confess that I Knew 
nothing of what she was doing with 
the birds she took; I had a pro- 


digious aversion to yielding myself to 


her 


99 : 
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her hand, even though the change of 
place might have afforded me, I 
thought, an opportunity of escape. 
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The Packet-Boat. 


I HAD four times avoided the grasp 
of the market- woman, when J heard 
her addressed by the voice of another 
person. It was that of a lady, who 
inquired whether she could have one 
of those pretty little yellow-headed 
birds alive? A young lady that she 
had in charge had expressed her con- 
cern at the destruction of so many 
beautiful birds, and her wish to pre- 


serve one at least, and to possess it. 


= 20 
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= "TBS market-woman replied that 
the young lady might have as many 


as she chose: but upon examination, 
considerable difficulty occurred in the 
attempt to find a single bird who could 
be made to stand upon its legs. After 
some time, I was hauled out by the 
neck, and declared to be as brisk as 
ever, only a little sleepy. The young 
lady received me: with great eager- 


ness, emptied her purse for the pur- 
chase, and put me into it for security. 


When she arrived at home; she 


found that, notwithstanding I had 


gained strength during my carriage 
in the open air, it was scarcely pro- 


bable that I could live; Her friends 
told her that she had been cheated; 


that she had bought a dying bird, 


and 
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and given too much money : but she 


who had no other sentiments than 
those of nature, found her whole so- 
licitude engaged, not upon the value 
of a bargain, but the possibility of 
relieving pain, of succouring inno- 
cence, of preserving a life, and of 
restoring beauty. She endeavoured 
to replace my disordered feathers, and 
performed an hundred offices for 
which I thank her, not because they 


were pleasing or useful to me, but 


because they were well intended. 

I was kept in a dutch painted box 
that was covered with gauze; one 
half of the bottom of this was care- 
fully and benevolently covered with 
moss, and the other with gravel. 


Food and water were served me in 


G2 abundance, _ 
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abundance. 


In short, I should at 


that time, when my debility made 


me unanxious respecting freedom, 
have been exceedingly happy had 
my kind guardian been less attentive. 
When I was comfortably extended 


upon the moss, she wished me to 


peck the gravel: well, upon the 
gravel she placed me, saying: *peck 
my pretty little creature. In the 
mean time, I felt about as much in- 
clination for this, as for the diversion 
of swimming in a fish-pond. She 


placed me upon the gravel, and I, 


weak and fearful, continued to lay 
there. I had rather have lain upon 
the moss, but I was resigned to every 
thing. The young lady soon altered 
15 situation. To lay upon the gravel, 

instead 


— 
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instead of eating it, che regarded as 
most preposterous behaviour. Now 
she dipped my bill into water, but I 
did not drink, then she pressed it 
upon some food, but I did not eat. 
Upon this, she concluded that I must 
be very sick. She kissed me, told 
me with tears that I must go to bed, 
and after much tender strife* be- 
tween us, in which I used all my 
strength to resist being buried, she 
covered me with moss, leaving only 
my beak open to the air. She had 
scarcely accomplished this task before 
J undid it all, and, weak as I was, 
contrived to get rid -of the weight 
that was upon me. 

Notwithstanding the want of judg- 


ment that distinguished some of my 
G 3 nurse's 


i 
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nurse's eee de I; was under great 


obligations to her tenderness; and he 
that minds the falling of a sparrow to 
reward, perhaps, her beneficent cares, 
raised me once again into vigorous 
life. e 
Confinèd myself in a box, at least 
making my widest circuits upon a tea- 
table, it cannot be supposed that I 
formed any correct ideas of space, or 
motion; but, after some time, I found 
that I had been brought to Ham- 
burgh; and my guardian was about to 
embark with the packet for England. 
Accordingly we went on board a 
small and gaily- painted vessel, that 
displayed a small white flag, bearing 
the figure of a black eagle. Many 
passengers were in the cabin, britons 
os | | feb 
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and germans. Among them I par- 
ticularly noticed a sea-faring man who 
handed about a bottle of hollands, 
was exceedingly facetious, and al- 
ways laughed heartily at his wit; a 
lady's maid, who carried her cat in 
two handkerchiefs ; and a scotchman 
who offended the last by proposing 
that the animal should be released. 
The scotchman told us that he had 
been to Russia with merchandise that 
was prohibited by the emperor, Paul; 
and that, returning from this unsuc- 
cessful expedition, he had been ship- 
wrecked, This gentleman had sus- 
tained much hardship, and the con- 
dition of his dress was rather unfa- 
vourable to his various attempts at 
conversation with the company. 

5 After 
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After many unfortunate efforts, he 
addressed himself to my young 
mistress: and paid some compliments 
to her, of which, as he possessed 
much vivacity and politeness, he was 

very capable; he asked the lady in 
Whose care she was, what might be 
the age of her daughter? 

The lady replied that the little girl 

Was twelve years old: she added: 
she is not my daughter.” After 
some remarks, the lady proceeded 
to tell the whole story of my mistress: 


She was the daughter of an english 


lady and gentleman who once re- 
sided at Grenada. Her mother, 
upon some particular business, had 
returned to England ; but some time 
had elapsed since any intelligence 


arrived 
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arrived from her. Mean while, her 


father had died; and' she, with her 


brother, were left unprovided for 
among strangers. Her brother was 
under the protection of a merchant, 
in whose accompting-house he would 
soon, at least, be useful. | 

It happened that, when her mo- 
ther went first to Grenada, she was 
a fellow- passenger with the wife of 
the post- master of that place. This 
lady, remembering now her ac- 
quaintance, had agreed with the 
master of a vessel to bring her to 
England, hoping that she might there 
find her mother; It was the wife of 
this West-India captain who related 


this story, and who was the guardian 
of the young lady. On their arrival 
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in el every inquiry concern- 
ing her mother had proved fruitless. 
Their visit to Germany had no con- 


nection with that inquiry: but the 


captain's wife having occasion to go 
there, my mistress had accompanied 


her. Since their. departure from 


England they had received some in- 
formation that rendered a discovery 


possible: © but happen what may, 
said the guardian of my mistress, 


ce she shall not want.“ 

The scotchman found by this lady's 
conversation, that; he. was a com- 
_ patriot, Taking off his hat, he said: 
« you are one of my own country: 
you have done the thing that is 
„right, and I am sure that you will 
* go well . Its: 8 


« 


There 


Se! 
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There was a grandeur in this scene 


that, whatever notice it might de- 


Serve In a packet-boat,. would not 
have passed unadmired at a theatre; 
because the audience there would 
have been prepared for something 
fine; and have had their 3 
waiting. | 

The address of the 4 
bore some resemblance to the be- 
ginning of the poem to the me- 
mory of HowW ARI, by the Reverend 
W. L. Bowles. 


O, mortal, that with holy fortitude 
Ihe path of good right-onward hast puraued, 


There is great energy in | the words 

Agb oc wund, ' and they will, per- 
laps, appear with additional force, if 
we 
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we remember two other lines in à eit 
poem by Mr. B. On leaving a | (©; 
Place of Residence.“ : gi 
After this story, the scotchman I m 
learned that her name was Sarah; WW x7 
and he paid her very particular at- c 
tention, He had a vivacity in his W th 
eye that indicated much spirit of th 
enterprize: he Seemed full of infor- Ia 
mation, and was very well qualified 
to communicate it. He told Sarah n 
that the spires and domes of Peters- 1 
burg, the metropolis of Russia, were 38 
gilt intirely over: a piece of finery © 
that did not, in his opinion, add k 
much to its grandeur; but it may be 1 


observed, that it is an excellent ex- 
pedient to cheer the prospect of || x 
such a climate as Petersburgh, which 1 

_ city 


—ͤ — —— 
tity is situate in that part of Russia 
that is washed by the Baltic; and this 
gilding is, I believe; customary in 
most of the cities of northern Europe. 
He told her, like wise, that a new 
church was building in that city; that 
the whole outside was of marble; and | 
that; he believed, it would be the | 
largest and most magnificent in the 
world: Amid all this pomp of great- 
ness, however, the common streets 
were extremely narrow. Indeed, it 
is generally allowed that; the Russian 
court 1s the most splendid, and the 
Russian people the most wretched, 
in the world. 5 5 
Notwitlistanding his good sense, 
this gentleman was too nach inclined 
to a degree of levity in his manners, 


H that 


* 


i that 80530 din to » the r of 
every one. On his own. part, he 
never forgot the most delicate attention 
to the feelings of others, and the res- 
pect that was due to them; but the 
rest of the company were not equally 
refined. He was capable of making 
himself the companion of the lowest 
persons, yet to these he behaved with 
3 politenes.that was not returned. 
He was in high spirits on account of 
his arrival; and this accounted, in 
Some measure, for his behaviour. 1 
should be sorry if it were his usual 
habit, for the _—_— treated him as 
a buffoon. | 
A person present requested bin! to 
sing. I believe that he felt himself 
addressed as a merry-· andrew: but in 
. this 


this instance he evinced his good 
breeding. He did not shew himself 
to be offended, nor did he hesitate to 


comply: but, in complying, he turned; 


the matter into a jest. He TY what 
bo called his favorite song 


The wg a of Frarice, with forty thousand men, 


| Marched up an _ and then—marched down Repel 


Moxt of the passengers laughed at 
this: but there was one who thought 


it essential to decorum, to comply with 


the scotchman's humour, by bestow- 


ing applauses on his song. 

After some minutes, were passed, 
the scotchman said to the person that 
had asked him to sing: Now, Sir; 
« I believe, it is my turn to call upon 

- you for a song? 
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The other declined singing. I saw 
that the scotchman was hurt—he 
would not have behaved so. There 
could not be a more direct breach of 
politeness, than the act of setting one 
man to amuse the company, and then 
refusing to assist. But the scotchman, 
in a few moments, recovered his 


gaiety. 


CHAT: I. 
A VISIT, 


Des a ie voyage, the 


packet arrived in the Thames. 


I 'was 


immediately carried on shore, and con- 


veyed, in a coach, to the house of my 


mistress. 


A few days having elapsed, zeveral 


young people came to visit Sarah, and 
to congratulate her upon her safe re- 


turn. 


It would have been extraordi- 


nary, indeed, if I had not been intro- 
duced both as a stranger and a curio- 
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: sity. When I had been thoroughly 
examined, and when my novelty had, 

3 in some measure, ceased, I was suf. 

| fered to be a quiet hearer and $Pec- 


tator. 2 
The greater 588 of the IAG 


were older than Sarah, Harrict had 
left school at the holidays, where, 


during the latter three months, she 
had been instructed in the use of the 
globes: this lady seemed desirous of 


subjecting the whole company to 


a - geographical catechism, in order 
that she might display her learning. 
Octavia had lately been introduced to 


Roman history; and she imagined the 
names Cz/ar and Pompeius to be as 
new to others as they were to herself; 


Arabella was then learning music; 
„„ 


— 


3 


and having that day, after much dif- 
ficulty, repeated the technical phrases 
with her master, she could talk of 
nothing but bars, cliffs, andante, and 
da capo. In short, all the young vi. 
sitors were bent upon puzzling one 
| another. They laboured under a grie- 
vous, but common mistake: they were 
anxious to convince others that them- 
selves possessed superior attainments; 
while the true art of pleasing consists 
in rendering your companion happy in 
hisown—anid thus you will best contri- 
bute to his future improvement for 
you give him spirits to go on. As he 
advances, he will himself discover his 
errors and insufficiency: you need not 
force upon yourself the disagreeable 


task of pointing out either, 1 
But 


But Hough these school pedants 
offended against good manners, by an 
ostentatious display of knowledge, 
their youth, the novelty of science to 


them, and the natural ambition of 


acquiring a reputation for the accomp- 
lshments those of a more advanced age 
Possess, | may atisfactorily n their 
n 1 

There was one, however, whose 
| enger and talents were shame- 
fully disfigured: by behaviour that is 
too frequently practised. Hester had 
learned from certain novels, that at- 
fect to detail witty conversations, a 


taste for a degree of impertinence, 


nay, of rudeness, in reply, which she 
called a smart repartee. I should not 
have adverted to this character, but 
that I have observed] it to be very pre- 
valent; 


hs. 


making him their butt. Meantime, 


ing, such language, though not com- 
mendable, proceeds from a very na- 
tural cause; But in speaking, it is as 
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valent; and, in more than one in- 
stance, of dangerous consequence; 
and I think myself right in attributing 
its encouragement, at least, to some 
novels, because I have found many of ̃ 
their pages together entirely devoted 
to this intellectual prize- fighting. It 
may be useful to remark that, in writ- 


unnatural as it is unpleasant. 

A writer makes his characters say 
what he pleases, and he may spend 
as much time as he will in forming 
acute and pithy replies; or having 
contrived witty replies, he may haul 
in some booby for the very purpose of 


IN 
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in conversation, men of the greatest 
genius acknowledge, that they re- 
7 e, what would have been a good 
reply, half an hour aſter they might 
have used it. Add to this, as writers 
have no fear of hurting the feelings of 
their imaginary speakers; they have 
no dread of their resentments; and as, P 
shut up in their closets, they are re- h 
leased from the laws of social decorum; a 
it is not wonderful that they should . 
R 
t 
6 
| 


indulge themselves with sallies of this 
sort: but I do not believe them if they 
say that these are true imitations of 
colloquial intercourse, nor can I com- 
mend their labours if they hold them 
out as models to be copied. 
These few lines of criticism will, I || 
trust, be useful, and if so, they will | 
bY not | 
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ad e eee — 
not need apology. With 55 to 
the censure that I cast upon these 
ladies, I shall observe that, in their 


future life, all such errors may cease: 


but even this does not uniformly hap- 
pen; and it cannot be without ad- 
vantage, that I advise those whose ca- 
pacities and merits are sullied by such 


habits, to discontinue them as soon 
as possible. They are, in general, 


the foibles of excellent, but immature 
understanding: yet they are some- 
times suffered to plant affectation and 
incivility in the mind, that occupy 
the time of improvement, and the 
place of goodness. 

It is not necessary, however, that 


we should confine our view of these 


improprieties to their influence upon 


the 
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the higher parts of our conduct : the 
consideration will be very important, 
if we regard them merely as incon- 


sistent with politeness : which is, 
rightly considered; the perpetual prac- 


_ tice of urbanity. Politeness has in- 
troduced certain ceremonies; and it 


is the misfortune of ceremonies that; 


their spirit and meaning are soon for- 
gotten. There are no general forms 
that may not sometimes be absurdly 
applied; and sometimes more ho- 
noured by neglect than byobservance. 
Good sense is always necessary: but 
the vulgar are apt to place their whole 
attention upon a form. Hence po- 
liteness has, by another sort of vulgar, 
been unjustly traduced: these call 
themselves upright and downright' 
people; 


JFF ͤT bs; 
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| people; and they are guilty of every 


rudeness; because it is © their way.” 
I have said thus much, in order thats 


before I defend politeness, I may not 


be supposed to have engaged in the 
frivolous task of enjoining you to make 
a bow, or to take away a tea-cup— 


actions that no one of good sense 


would omit upon proper occasions 
but which are so far from being po- 


lte ness itself, that both might be 8 ; 


in manner and occasion, very unpo- 
litehy. 

I wish to call your attention to the 
spirit of politeness. I cannot be at 
your heels incessantly to dictate what 
you should do—and you will not sup- 
pose that twenty-pages full of written 


rules, can convey to you all the instruc« 
I tions 
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tions that Should regitlaty your con- 
duct in an infinite variety of situations: 
but if you have benevolence, taste, 


r 12 


and a good understanding, you may 
safely be your own guide. You will, 
in that case, always endeavour to 


please ; you will do this in the most 
graceful way ; and you will instantly 


perceive what is right and becoming 
in you to do. If you are capable of 


this, I do not know how you can be 
unpolite. It is possible, indeed, that 
you may possess all these qualifica- 
tions, and yet, through timidity, be 
unable to regulate your behaviour 
when in company with others. Li- 
midity, or bashfulness, is, truly, a 


disadvantage : it causes a silence that 
is, by some. mistaken for dulness, 


and, 


* 
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and, by the vulgar, ſor pride: but it 
is a disadvantage that will gradually 
retire from him that frequents society: 
for though it seems to forbid your com- 
ing forward, it is no sooner opposed 
than it flies: meanwhile, every day 
in which you shun conversation, renders 
you less fit to enjoy it. Bashfulness 
is very easily conquered - good sense 
must save you from running into the 
opposite extreme. 

Politeness then, is the practice of 
benevolence of the minor, the every- 
day-virtues. The word means, Ho- 
liked, refined. Politeness, conse- 
- quently, is the true end of philosophy: 
we must not abandon it to the dis- 
cretion of a dancing- master, or a mas- 
ter of the ceremonies. 


1 In 
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In order to shew that poſttaniess7 is 

a sentiment, and not a mere efzguette, 
it may be sufficient to remember an 
anecdote of lord Stair, whose beha- 
viour was preferred by the French 
king, to all the frivolities of his own 
Court. Lord Stair had the reputation 


of uncommen politeness, and the king 
resolved to put it to the test. Accord- 
ingly, in the presence of some noble- 
men who, together with lord Stair, 


were about to accompany the king in 


his carriage, he put the British peer 
forward, saying: Step in, my lord.” 
Lord Stair, without hesitation, step- 


ped into the carriage before the king, 


to the astonishment of the courtiers ; 
who imagined that, politenessrequired 


* that he should haye made an hundred 


Protestations 


2 — | A 1 
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protestaions against being guilty of 
so much indecorum: but the king 
ever afterward acknowledged this 
nobleman 'to be the politest man he 
had ever known, | 
Sucha refmement of politeness, | 
however, may only be useful when 
exhibited toward persons equally re- 
fined: But politeness teaching you 
to aim always at pleasing others; ra- 
ther than ostentatiously displaying 
your good breeding, which would be 
extremely unpolite, you can never be 
at a loss as to what you ought to do. 
If you are really polite, your behaviour 
in a cottage and in a drawing room 
will be very different: but in both 
cases vou will seek to please those 
with whom you mingle. If von mix 
SPS with 
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| with persons who think that politeness 


** 


M THE CRESTED WREN. 


requires a number of. ceremonies and 
fine speeches, you must not then be- 
have with refined and delicate polite- 


ness: if you do, they will consider 


you too clownish to understand, or 
too haughty to return, their civilities: 


you must not suffer them to adopt | 


either of these opinions: for the one 
dishonors your understanding, and the 


other your heart. If, therefore, you 
meet with people who © knows what 


good breeding is: for all their family 
were gentle-folks, they'll assure you,” 
you had better run your head in their 


fates, than not make a bow. 


But, if you are fortunate enough to 
mix with persons of real refinement, 
you may-behave with all the elegance 
of goodness. You may then practise 
4 that 


that politeness, which consists in a 
tenderness to the feelings, a deference 
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to the understanding, and a humane 
willingness to contribute to the com- 
fort, and to share the labors of those 
with whom you associate. 

After a conversation that suggested 
to me tlie foregoing remarks, a little 
story was read for the entertainment 
of the company, and I shall recite it, 
for yours: because, if it have no other 
claim to your attention, it affords some 
idea of CHINESE manners: and this 
sort of knowledge 1s highly favorable 
to that spirit of good fellowship with 
all mankind, which it is so desirable 
to cultivate. Whoever introduces a 
stranger to your acquaintance, assists 
the increase of philanthropy: for 
ignorance is the usual cause of enmity. 
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185 Story of Hoang, hs Chinese Merchant. 


. is related Mo in the city of 

Nankin, the capital of a province of 

China, there resided Hoang, an ho- 
nest and industrious merchant. The 
labors of his youth were rewarded 
with the blessings of abundance. He 
employed the poor, and he succoured 
the weak; he undertook works of 
public utility ; and he used his 

wealth for the benefit of the com- 

5 unity. 
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The vice- roy of that province saw, 
with envy, the riches of Hoang; 
and he heard, with displeasure, the 
praises that were perpetually bestowed 
upon his name: for he regarded them 
as $0 many reproaches upon his own 
worthlessness. The rapacious gover- 
nor soon invented a pretext which, 
covered with some che w of justice, his 
iniquitous proceedings. He caused a 
report to be circulated, purporting 
that the merchant had frandulently 
obtained his fortune; and he caused 
his emissaries to persuade the people 
that Hoang had become rich with 
too much rapidity for honest means. 
Having spread abroad these opinions, 
he no longer concealed his intention 
of seizing the property of the mer- 
| Chant. | 
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Having. received information of 


this design, Hoang studied to elude 


the grasp of the vice-roy, who, armed 
with the power of the most. just of 
kings, employed his strength to 


plunder those whom it was his duty 
to protect. Hoang called together 


his children, and informed them of 


the plot that was framed against him 


by the avaricious oppressor. He told 


them that he had contrived a scheme, 


by means of which he hoped to baffle 
the robber. He divided his pro- 


perty among them, and made him- 
self dependent upon them for his 
own support. 
The vice-roy, however, who shrunk 
not from any excess of guilt, ren- 
dered his precaution of no avail, He 
sent 
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sent the sons of Hoang to the army; 


he left his daughter destitute; he 


eized the whole of their possessions, 
and left the aged father to beg his 
bread. He petitioned mn he 
besought with tears: but his petitions 
and his tears were disregarded; and 
the governor added mrs and con- 
| tempt to his outrage. 

Awakened ws his humility, by 
the contumely of the oppressor, and 
goaded by want and despair, he 


arose, and resolved to appeal to the 


feet of the imperial sovereign. 

He submitted to beg his way to 
Pekin, where the emperor resides. 
He left his wife at Nankin, and be- 
gan his long and painful journey. 
It was fortunate for this wretched tra- 

veller, 
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| THE STORY OF HOANG. 
veller, that his pilgrimage com- 
menced about the period of the new 
year, when festivity and merry-making 
was universal. At the hospitable 
banquets of the season, he was re- 
ceived with cheerful welcome. Pre- 
vious to the meal, offerings of food 
were made to the Joss, a wooden 
idol of the house, before which a 
curtain was drawn: besides animal 
food, bread, and fruit, with three 
small cups of wine, spirits, and vi- 
negar, were placed upon the do- 
mestic altar. After making three 
obeisances, or prostrations to the 
idol, the repast was carried to the 

front of the house, where the people 

kneeled down, and prayed during 
some minutes. Then, having several 
| - 5 times, 
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times, beat their heads upon the 


ground, they arose, and threw the 
contents of the three cups to the 
right hand and to the left. Small 
pieces of gilt paper were next lighted, 
and held over the meat; and, after 
this, strings of small crackers were 
also lighted, and being suspended 
over the meat from a cane, were suf 
fered to explode. The whole being 
a second time placed before the Joss, 
and the prostrations being repeated, 
the company sat down to a joyous 
dinner, where great plenty of spirits 
where served. At night, magnificent 
displays of fire-works were made. 
These ceremonies and rejoicings 
were continued during several days, 
while Hoang passed from village to 

K village, 
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village, partaking of the bounty of 
each. He arrived, at length, at a 
town where he met a marriage pro- 
cession. The bride, seated in a pa- 


lanquin, was preceded by a band of : 


music; and waving banners, of va- 


rious colours, adorned the solemnity, - 


Then followed the relations of the 
bride and of the bridegroom; and in 
this state was the lady escorted to the 
house of her husband. 


Hoang continued his j journey ; but 


he had yet many days to travel, and 
now his feet made slow steps with 
pain, and his whole body was weary. 
He stopped, therefore, though he 
was anxious to finish his journey, and 
was solaced by the entertainments of 
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by s ancient usgge, 3 on 5 big day, 
dramatic pieces should be performed 
in the open streets of every town 
throughout the empire, for the grati- 
fication of the poor. This benevolent 
practice continues during many days, 
at the expence of the emperor. 
Hoang arrived, at length, within 
the precincts of the city of Tong- 
tchew, which is situate at about 
twenty miles short of the city of 
Pekin, and thirty of the imperial re- 
sidence. He passed along the paved 
way which is allotted to foot pas- 
Sengers, in the middle of the road, 
while the carriage and horse paths 
are along each. In these spacious 
and magnificent roads, which run 
from * capital to all the principal 
K 2 places, 
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places, the foot-way is twenty feet 
broad, and the carriage roads on 
each side are gravelled, and of 
Sufficient width to admit six carriages 
abreast in each. 15 

Evening was approaching, and 
Hoang, destitute of a single piece of 
money, looked back with regret on the 
pagodas of Tong - tchew, that glowed 
with the last beams of day. He could 
not prevail upon himself to ask the 
hospitality of the peasants whose 
houses he passed, but, hungry and 
fatigued, he went Slowly onward, re- 
signed to endure unsheltered, the com- 
fortless hours of night. 

AS he proceeded thus, his de- 
jected countenance and venerable ap- 
8 attracted the notice of 
my : = Some 
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some of those labourers that are 


stationed in large troops along the 
roads, in order to keep them in con- 
tinual repair. These people were 
laying their shovels and mattocks on 
their shoulders, and retiring to their 


cottages ; but they stopped to cheer 


Hoang with the words of respect and 
consolation, 


He frankly informed them of his 


forlorn condition, acknowledging that 
he was without the means of pre- 
sent support, or of procuring à re- 
treat from the dews of night. Several 
peasants immediately pressed him to 
abide under their roofs till morning, 
and proffered every relief to his wants. 
It was contested among them, who 
| should have the pleasure of pro- 
| 3 © viding 
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. 
the dispute, by accepting the invitation 
of one of the labourers, who lived in 


Wut is called ajunk, This is a barge, 


or gondola, . moored. upon a lake, at 
the-most convenient place. In these 
aquatic habitations, thousands of fa- 
milies reside. Moving islands, formed 
of mud, bound in with osiers, are in 
like manner employed for the culti- 


vation of vegetables. By the as- 


sistance of these contrivances, mil- 
lions of people inhabit the peaceful 


C territories of China, for whom the 


land can find no place. 
"The wife and children of the pea - 
sant welcomed Hoang on his entrance 
of their junk, Having performed the 
ceremonies of their religion to the 
Jobs 
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Joss that was placed over a painted, 
but rude altar, and that was itself 
as frightful and uncouth as can well 
be imagined, they sat down to a 
simple meal. After this temperate 
Tepast, and before day-light had quite 
forsaken the skies, the family retired 
to rest. Hoang had been so fatigued on 
the preceding day, that it was late he. 
fore he rose. The peasant had returned 
to his labor, and the family had care- 
fully avoided waking the stranger. 
They set before him every thing that 
he could want, and prayed him to 
continue with them all that day: but 
Hoang, though he regretted that he 
could not return his thanks in person 
to the hospitable owner, left the 
Jn; after kneeling to the Joss, and 
inyoking 
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ee —— on the e family. He 


took a draught of cold tea , and de- 
parted, anxious to complete the im- 
Pony business of his journey. 

In a few hours he entered the town 
of Kiseng-Foo, the streets of which are 
thronged with multitudes that would 
croud the largest cities of European 
nations. Spacious streets, without 
pavement, but well gravelled and 
watered, were every where covered 


with e and bordered by 


* The 8 1 hain quantities of the infusion 
of tea in their apartments. It is for this purpose that 
the large jars are made, that, in Europe, are used only 
as ornaments, and were formerly fashionable additions 
to the furniture of houses. | 

From these jars, in China, the tea infurion 3 is —— 
to the family or to visitors cold, very strong, and with- 
out milk Tanne 


sumptuous 
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sumptuous shops, stored with com- 
modities of every description. 
Many traders were crying their 
goods along these streets, with a 
bamboo placed across their shoulders, 
and a basket at each end. These 


carried fish, vegetables, eggs, and 


other articles. Hawkers and pedlars, 
too, went about in great numbers, 


with bags strapped on their shoulders, 
like a Tnaptack, containin g various. 


kinds of ship goods. 


Ho AN c  accosted one of . 


itinerants, requesting to be informed 
where he could purchase some meat: 


but being a native of a distant pro- 


vince, he spoke in a different dialect 
from that which the people of this 
place were accustomed to hear. The 
5 man, 
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man, therefore, did not intirely un- 
derstand him; but being a barber, 


he imagined that Hoaxs wished to 


be shaved. It is customary in the 
towns of Cnina, to sit down in the 
open street to undergo this operation; 


and though Ho Ax had applied to 


the barber for a very different pur- 
pose, he accepted the invitation. 
Cnixc-CHERE, the barber, had with 
him, according to the custom of his 
trade, every requisite for the cere- 
mony. He put down a portable chair 


on the way-side, and near to that a 


Stove, and a small vessel of water. 
He then produced the proper instru- 


ments for shaving, and cleansing the 


ears, and Hoang borrowed a bruga 
for his „„ oh 
| There 
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There were other causes for the 
misapprehension of the wandering 
barber, than the dialectic variation 
of Hoaxc's language, as will be 
evident from the facility with which 
they afterward conversed. First, 
CRINCG-CHEE was led, by habit, to 
imagine that, every one who spoke 
to him, stood in need of his razor; 
Secondly, his mind was fully oc- 
cupied by the singular circumstance 
which at that moment engrossed the 
conversation of the place. I Ioang 
perceiving the eagerness of every 
face that passed him, and the mirth 
which seemed depicted in their 
features, forgot for a moment the mis- 
fortunes under which he labored, 
and requested an explanation of the 
„ S8 cene, 
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Scene, Hai Cixc-CukE, the "Pay 
ber. Cxing-CHEE was by no means 
backward to comply with his desire, 
and having lathered the face and 
head of the traveller, laughed very 
heartily, by way of Prologue to his 
tale. | 

The traveller shall be obeyed,” 
sald he, © and the barber shall relate 
the cause of the mirth of the traders 


of Kisen 8 Foo. 
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The Story of Hoang the chinese merchatit continued! 


Arne cause of the mirth of the traders of Kisengs 


Foo: conclusion of the story of Hons: 


„Tia wn traveller must know, said 


Ching- Chee, * that a certain por- 


celain dealer that lives on the other 


side of the way—there, see you not? 


that shop at which the pink banners 


wave, and the golden letters sparkle 
there, next to the yellow flags elose 


to the dragon— well, that porcelain 


dealer had a daughter that was fairer 


than light. Her eyes were smaller 
than those of any of the daughters 
"ho of 
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of China: her arms were long and 
slender, and she was called Choo-au “. 
* How often has thy servant seen 
her, with lips striped down the mid- 
dle of her mouth with the deepest 
vermillion! She wore upon her fore- 
head a 'sharp peak of black velvet, 
ornamented with jewels, that de- 
scended between her eyes. Her 
presence brightened the day in the 
streets of Kiseng-Fo6! 
* Choo-au was struck by the angel 
of death, and the most skilful phy- 
sicians were unable to restore health 


to the damsel. Then the father of 


Choo- au prostrated himself in the 
pagoda, and gave presents to the 
bonzes, or priests, imploring them 

| * The Beautiful. | | 


” 
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to pray to the idol of their temple 


that his daughter might recover. 
The bonzes promised that his child 


would be cured, if he continued his 
duteous offerings. 

« Notwithstanding the presents and 
the prayers of the citizen of Kiseng- 
Foo, and the promises of the bonzes, 
thou must hear, traveller, that, Choo- 
au died. Her father, in the transport 

of his grief, made a vow to have 


yengeance on the idol and his priests. 


© In prosecution of his vow, he 
presented a written complaint to the 
magistrate of our towh, wherein he 
set forth the deceitful behaviour of 
the unjust idol, and demanded that 
it should receive exemplary punish- 


ment. If the spirit, said he, © had 


L 2 power 
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power to cure my daughter, it was 
* guilty of a gross fraud in taking my 
money, and yet suffering my daughter 
to die: if it had not so much power, 
it was equally fraudulent in pretend- 
ing to possess it; and thus, while it 
assumes a divine character, it is, in 
fact, an absolute impostor. It is for 

nothing that we adore it, and that the | 

whole province offers sacrifices to it? 
In a word, he concluded, whether 


it was want of power, or mere malice 


in the idol, its temple should be razed, 
its ministers banished with disgrace, 
and itself Punished in its own * 


n, 


Ourjudge heard the important plea 
with attention: but believing it to be 
1 000 his jurisdiction, he referred the 
appellant 
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appellant to the governor. The go- 
vernor, fearful of the priests, begged 
the 'vice-roy to hear the petition of 
the dealer in porcelain. 

The vice-roy summoned the 

bonzes to answer the complaint, and 
having heard what they had to say, 

he called the plaintiff, and advised 
him to give up the suit. Vou are 
not prudent,” said the vice-roy, * you - MI 
are mot prudent in quarrelling with 
those kind of spirits. They are na- 1 j 
turally malicious, and I am afraid 
they will play you some disagreeable 
trick. Believe me, you bad 
much better listen to proposals of 
accommodation which the bonzes 
will make you. They have assured 
| me that, the idol will hearken to rea- 
Se L3 SON, 
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son, provided you do not push things 
to extremity.” 

« The father of 8 heard 
with contempt this proposal of re- 
conciliation; and declared, that he 
would rather * than _ up his 
- petition.” 

*The vice · roy finding it impos- 
; sible to dissuade the porcelain dealer 
from his purpose, ordered prepara- 
tions to be made for a trial. Id the 
mean time he applied to the supreme 

council at Pekin. The matter was 

carried thither, and the father of 
Choo-au has lately returned from the 
trial. The emperor has decided in 
his favor. In consequence the pa- 


E - goda has been pulled down; the 


priests have been punished; and we 
ef have 


8 
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Ny had the eee this very 
morning, of dragging the useless 
idol along the streets of our town.“ 

Here Ching - Chee, the barber, 
finished his story. The conclusion 
was extremely interesting to Hoang. 
It was another example of the at- 
tention and justice of the emperor, 
and he joyfully received it in addition 


to those that he had already heard, 


and that induced him to undertake 
his present laborious journey. Hoang 
now parted with the barber, repeat- 
ing his first inquiry for a place where 
he might procure food. He found a 
butcher's shop; and butchers in 
China perform the offices of cooks. 
upon a stall before the door was an 
carthen stove, with a gridiron. The 

butcher, 
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butcher, at Hoang's request, cut lit- 
tle slices of beef, of about the size of 
a- crown piece, which he broiled as 
fast as his customer could eat them. 
Hoang having thus refreshed himself, 
proceeded on his way. He passed 
through the suburbs, and, on the next 
morning, entered the vast city of 
Pekin. This city is defended by a 
wall that incloses a square space of 
about thirty-six miles. There is a 
grand gate at the centre of each 
angle, and a smaller one at each 
corner of the wall. These are 
strongly arched, and fortified by a 
square building, or tower, of seven 
stories, that rises from the top of the 
gateway. The sides, also, are 
strengthened by a parapet wall that 

x has 


= 


| THE STORY OF HOANG, 117 
ä a a f | 4 


has port-holes for ordnance. The win- 
dows of this building are of wood, 


and they are painted to imitate the 
muzzle of a great gun, which is $0 
exactly represented, that the decep- 
tion is not discoverable but on a 
very near approach: there are nine 
windows to each story on the front 
toward the suburbs. These gates 


are double, and are built of a kind 


of free stone. At each of the 
principal gates there is a strong 
guard of soldiers, with several pieces 
of ordnance, placed on each side of 
the inner entrance. The gates are 
opened at the dawn of day, and shut 


at ten o'clock at night. The wall is 


about thirty feet high, and ten feet 
in breadth on the top: the foundation 


is 


* 
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** of stone; the wen bark is of 


brick, and gradually diminishes from 
the bottom to the top. 
The streets along which Hoang 
passed are, like most others in this 
splendid metropolis, one hundred and 
forty feet in breadth, and of con- 
sSiderable length. At each end 
there is a large gate - way fanci- 
fully painted, with a handsome roof 
coloured and varnished; on an en- 
tablature beneath is written the name 
of the street in golden characters. 
The real street, that is, the con- 
tinued avenues, is sometimes, five 
miles in length; but these arches ter- 
minate the nominal street, giving 
different appellations to the several 
divisions. The narrow streets are 
| 1 shut 
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shut in during the night, with small 


lattice gates: but all the larger are 
guarded day and night by soldiers, 


who wear swords, and carry long 
whips in their hands, to Clear the 
streets of such as are wanting in or- 
dinary decorum or good behaviour. 
The houses are generally two stories 
high, and though, with respect to 
size and domestic accommodation, 
they are mean, yet their exterior ap- 


pearance is very handsome and ele- 


| gant. The upper part of their shops 
is ornamented with golden characters 
in great profusion ; and columns are 
erected before the door, gilded and 
painted, with a flag on the top: the 
Characters expressed on which, de- 

clare the name and business of the 


ner. 
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owner. There 1s a grandeur in their 
general appearance, but those for 


earthen or porcelain utensils are pe- 
culiarly elegant. 


On the roofs of the houses are gal- 


leries, richly painted, and otherwise 


decorated, where the ladies assemble 


to converse, or to entertain them- 
selves with the amusements of the 


country. In the streets, many groups 


3 of people were assembled round 


auctioneers, who, to sell their goods, 


were making loud harangues. Hoang, 
little regarding what was to be seen 


or heard, plodded on to the extre- 
mity of the city; and, on the next 


day, he reached the palace in which 


the emperor resides, and which is 
called Yemen-man-yemen.  _ 
© War 


ux STORY or MQANG. 12) 
_ Worn with fatigue and affliction, 
and wretchedly appareled, Hoang 
en himself at the gates of the 
emperor's abode ; but his appearance 
exposed him to the rudeness of the 
guards. He had not hoped to gain 
admittance; he only intreated with [ 
earnestness that his written petition 
might be carried to his sovercign. 
But this favour being refused, he 
waited in an outer court, expecting 
his approach; for it was in the way 
to the council-chamber. 
When the procession advanced, 
Several of the inferior mandarins ac- 
costed the ragged stranger, blaming 
him for having so intruded. Hoang 
would not retire; he struggled to 
maintain his place; but overpowered 
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at length, and seized by the guards, 


he was dragged toward the gate, and 
would have been soon excluded from 
the palace, had not Tchien-Loong 


himself already approached, and in- 5 ö i 


quired the cause of the tumult. 
Hoang lifted up his hand, in which 
he held hispetition; and the emperoc 


bobserving this, ordered the paper to 


be brought to him. Having read the 
writing, the emperor ordered Hoang 
to follow him. 

Way was immediately made, and 
the merchant of Nankin waited in an 
anti- room while the emperor joined 
the council. „ 
Each vie- roy is obliged to attend 
the emperor at a particular time in- 

FI wem year; and it happened that him 

885 r 
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EE 
| of Nankin was on this day waiting 
bor an audience of the emperor. 
= Tchien-Loong charged him with his 
. crime, and having obtained proofs of 
the fact, he condemned him to 
punishment. He caused the pro- 
perty to be restored: and having ad- 
dressed the council upon the crime 
of misusing power, he bestowed, 
with general approbation, the vice- 
royship upon Hoang. 
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A circumstance concerning the good or ill fortune of 
which there may be a diversity of opinion. 
1 _ 


DARAH was invited by Hester. to 
pass a few days with her at some dis- 
tance in the country. I was too much 


of a favourite to be left behind. Sarah 
had always taken care that my con- 


finement should be complete; so that 


had never for a single moment, in- 


dulged an expectation of freedom. I 
have not required the reader to listen 
to =y complaints—it will not be sup- 


posed 
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posed that I was happy—but I wuf- _ 


tered my attention to be, in some mea- 
sure, employed upon those novelties 


| which my situation afforded. 
Hester prevailed upon Sarah to 
consent that I should be permitted to 


come out of my den. Previous to this 
very hazardous event, the door of the 
apartment was locked, the window 


fastened, and the fireplace secured 


with aprons, table-cloths, &c. and 
with an excess of short-sighted pru- 
dence that so frequently defeats itself, 
the chimney was not thought suffi- 


ciently barricadoed until several chairs 


had been piled before it. Like a 
prisoner at the bar while the Jury are 
withdrawn, my legs trembled, alter- 
nate heats and chills prevailed over 


M3. my 
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my body, during the time that I waited 
for the chance of an escape; and my 
whole frame seemed shook to disso- 
lution by the too great importance of 
the moment. That moment arrived. 
I was placed upon the table, and in an 
instant, I dashed against the window, 
little expecting the glassy barrier. 
Disappointed and bruised, I flew to 

the opposite side of the room, and 

next sheltered myself upon the hearth. 
Here I was protected from my pursu- 
ers by the cumbrous and intangled 
Heap of chairs. Immediately, how- 
ever, they began to destroy my forti- 
fications, regretting that they had been 
made the providers of my safeguard, 
| While they were engaged in this la- 
bour, which their haste and alarm 
| rendered 
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rendered difficult, I abandoned the 
citadel, and sought safety in a second 
flight. It was in their power to have 

_ cutoff my escape, by passing between 
me and the door; but, instead of do- 
ing this, they pursued me. I endea- 
voured to hitch upon the mouldings 
of the door, but, unable through terror 
todo this, I fell to the ground. Their 
fingers touched me more than once, 
but I eluded them, and passed with 
ease beneath the door, This was an 
event for which they were totally un- 
prepared. They had double locked 
the door, and this was now to be un- 
done. The bolt resounded, the door 
and the wainscot were shaken: but 
they were old friends, and had many 
ties of union they would not part. 


Ihe 
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| The truth was that, chough the bolt 
over which the' key had control had 
dutifully retired, there was a little 
bolt under the lock, which Hester 
(provident maiden!) had by herself 
employed. For Hester, being the 
Promoter of the scheme, was, as 
became her, extremely anxious ant 
no harm should happen. | 
It might well deserve a digression, 
if I were here to expatiate upon par- 
tial ideas of good and evil events; 
and the subject would receive not- 
able illustration from the very essential 
difference of opinion between the 
ladies and myself (a difference that, 
as a polite bird, I certainly regret) 
at that moment, as to what might be 
termed an n issue of the cir- 


cumstance. 
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cumstance. But, I, with my usual 


attention to the regularity of com- 


position, would not, upon any ac- 
count, interrupt the story. 

Sarah, then, knew nothing of the 
little bolt, and if Hester remembered 
any thing of the matter, she took it 
for granted that Sarah had pushed it 
back. All the blame was laid upon 
the lock, which was accused of old 
offences; and particularly of a ma- 
licious obstinacy whenever people 
were in a hurry. O, the bird is 


gone?” exclaimed Sarah, bursting 
into tears; but Hester, the author of 


the misfortune, was by no means $0- 
. credulous. 
"Nothing was to he done but * 


main force, to conquer this perverse 
28 lock. 


N mien with Rs 2 3 | 


EF and covered with tears, and her hair 


in her eyes, had wrapped her frock 
round her hand to protect it from 
the pressure of the key, that had al- 
ready imprinted its ring upon her 
finger. The unfortunate bolt was, at 
length discovered: but, by this time, 
the key had been forced in a wrong 
direction, and, 1 ether with the 
| wards being bent, it was impossible 
to withdraw it. It was concluded, 
besides, that now all pursuit was use - 


less, the only thing that remained 
| worthy of consideration was, their 1 
own release; and, having set the 


chairs in their places, they effected 
this by means of the windows, the 
room bein g on the ground floor. If, 

regardless 


| 
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regardless of the distress of Sarah 
or of Hester, you have pleased your 
imagination, by accompanying my un- 
restrained wings through gardens, 
through orchards, and over lawns and 
streams, I am sorry to say you have 
indulged yourself too hastily. As 
soon as I had escaped by the crevice 
of the door, I fled uncontroled till I 
arrived near the vestibule. Here 1 
was stopped by the glass doors; and 
having almost lost the power of ex- 
ertion, I contented myself with tem- 
porary concealment hehind a bust of 
Shakspear. In this dusty retreat I 
lay panting some hours, frequently 
alarmed by the approach of various 
persons of the family; and after my 
| . by Sarah and Hester them- 
selves. 


[ 
| 
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 selves* In this situation I continued 


during the remainder of the day, and 


the whole of the night. Next morn- 


ing, when the servants had unbarred, 


unbolted, and unshuttered the wan- 


dows, I ventured to fly from me 


; hiding-place. 


It was in the neighbourhood of 


Dunstable, in Bedfordshire, the pub- 
lic market of which is every week 


filled with Straw manufactures, the 
work of some thousands of its in- 
habitants, that J first obtained liberty 
in England. In the course of a few 


months, I passed the midland cou 
ties, and went northward into York- 


Shire. 
I Shall not detain you with a very 


particular account of my adventures 


during 
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during the two years that I have. en- 
Joyed in this country. There are a 
few particulars, however, with which 
I wish to conclude my story, and these 
Shall be related in the following 
chapter. | 


* 
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TWELFTH - DAY. 


I PASSED through Scotland, and 


sojourned among the Orkneys, or 
Western Hebrides; whence I took 


a long flight of sixty miles, with 
some hundreds of my fellows, over 


the tempestuous Atlantic: alighting 
at length upon the Shetland Isles“. 
In these wild regions, I indulged the 


* Mr. PeNNANT observes that, the gold-crested 


wren crosses-from the Orkneys every season, to breed. 
A long flight of sixty miles,” he adds, (for so small 


= bird.) 
| natural 
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| natural familiarity of my habits. I 


was not afraid to visit the cottage of 


the peasant, nor to spend my hours 


among the hedges of his little gar- 


"halts, 
Returning with the season, I. 


visited once more the main land of 
Britain. In all my wanderings, I 
had not forgotten the obligations un- 
der which I lay to Sarah. I had left 


her with a natural predilection for 


my own happiness, but I was not in- 


different to hers ; and I frequently re- 
membered, with anxiety, that state 


of suspense which she suffered on 
account of her absent mother. I had 


every reason to be grateful to her, 


both for the deliverance which she 


accomplished for me, when I ex- 
| N ©; peeve 
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pected instant destruction nom the 


market- woman of Nuremburg; and 


for the kind attention before I re- 
covered my strength, and during the 
whole time that I was in her pos- 
session: and if at any time secretly 


murmured at parts of her behaviour 
toward me, time had softened all my 
resentments, and reflection had led 
me to attribute whatever I disliked, 
not to any bad intention on her part, 


but to the impossibility that any crea- 


ture should, on all occasions, under- 
stand what it is that will promote the 


happiness of another; especially of 


one of a totally different nature: in- 
deed, generally speaking, the truest 
benevolence is, to suffer every thing 
to be happy in its own way. 


. I, 
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If, however, it had been possible 
that I, confined under the arbitrary 


will of another, and debarred those 


enjoyments of which nature has made 


me susceptible, could have felt my- 
self contented, I should have been 
most peculiarly so in Sarah's hands. 
To her I owe the preservation of my 
existence; and she did every thing 
she could do to render that existence 


blissful, while it remained within her 


power. Nay, more: when I es- 
caped, and while I trembled behind 
the bust of Shakspear, her principal 
expressions of regret were dictated 
by a regard to my future w-lfare : 
She was afraid that, I could not, un- 
housed, indure the cold of winter; 
that I had not strengtly to fly; that 

PAI oe: pn Ss the 


the wild vieds would drive me away 
from food, and hunt me wherever I 
was to be found. Fortunately these 
tender fears were needless. I had 
not been so long confined as to forget 
the use of my wings, to lose strength 
to give them employment, or to be 
unfitted for the preservation of my- 
self, or for the society of others. 
MWWinter, however, presented its 
usual scarcity, It came on while I 
rambled over the low lands of Scot- 
land. One day, when deep snow 
covered the ground, I met half a 
dozen brown wrens and red-breasts *, 
who asked me if I was hungry? 
Upon my answering eagerly in the 


4 : | 
* The common wren is attached to the red-breast, 
with whom it frequently associates. 


85 | affirmative, 
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affirmative, they generously invited me 
to share some food which they ex- 
pected to find at a certain window. 
No intelligence could have been more 
welcome. I thankfully joined their 
party, and was conducted into a small 
garden, into which the windows of a 
parlour opened. We alighted upon 
some shrubs, and reconnoitred the 
ground; but, much to their disap- 
pointment and mine, no food could 
be discovered. ; 
This misfortune led my friends to 
inform me of their reasons for ex- 


pecting the supply of which they had 


asked me to partake, They said, = 
that a young lady was so good as to 
throw out crumbs every morning and 


evening; and, that they were accus- 
tomed 
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bed to attend, and she to give, at 
a particular hour. They spoke with 
much gratitude of so kind a benefac- 
tress, and told me, that they went 
'. close to her without apprehension ; 
and that, though treachery, is com- 
mon, they really believed that she 
offered gifts without intending to in- 
jure the receiver. How it happened. 
that she had now forsaken them, after 
an acquaintance so intimate, and pro- 
ductive of so much pleasure to both 
parties, the obliging and the obliged, 
ny were at a loss to say. 2 
Favors constantly bestowed, are 
generally received as matters of 
right. A single omission frequently 
incurs a greater degree of censure 
Fran * al the former bounty obtained 
applause. 
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applause. I will not say that my | 

companions were entirely overcome 

by this failing; but they were cer- 
tainly impatient of their disappoint- 

ment. They flew backward and for- 


ward across the. windows, chirrup- 


ing, hoping to gain the attention of 
the lady; but this contrivance was 
unsuccessful. At length, a red- breast 


ventured to pass through one of the 


windows, the sash of which was 


partly thrown up. He peeped in, 


then turned round, twittered, looked 


again, hopped a pace or two, peeped, 


turned round, twittered, told us that 


the room was empty, invited us to 


follow him, and sprang into the void. 


We obeyed his summons, and, on 


our entrance, found him picking a. 
few 
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few crumbs upon the floor. It was 
not without many expressions of dif- 
fidence on the one hand, and of en- 
_ couragement on the other, that we 
_ ventured to join our leader. We had 
scarcely done this, when the door 
© was suddenly opened, and a servant 
entered the room. Every one flew, 


immediately, toward the window; 


but, before I could escape, the ser- 
vant had advanced thither, and, afraid 
to risk my safety, I delayed passing 

till the window was shut down. 
Terrified in the extreme, I instantly 
hid myself among the folds of a cur- 
| tain. The servant went out, leaving 
the door a-jar, and I might have 
escaped: but I considered myself as 
- pertectly secure for the present, and 
I could 
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I could not muster courage to expose 
myself to the hazard of removal. 


While I debated- within myself 
upon the expediency of immediate 


departure, or of prudential patience 
till a better opportunity presented it- 


self, the servant entered again, with 
candles. Confounded by a blaze of 


light to which I had been long un- 
used, I did not recover before the 


curtain dropped from beneath my 
feet. I was so entirely unprepared 
for this mysterious event, that I 


scarcely avoided falling to the ground. 


Feeling, at length, the power of my 
wings, I darted violently toward the 
light, and, in an instant, dashed my- 
self against the flaming candles. The 


| Tights were extinguished ; the servant 


Screamed 
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screamed loudly; my feathers were 
scorched: I rushed forward at once, 


elevating myself in my flight, and 
presently touching something that 
permitted my feet to rest, I clung to 
it, as it were to life: other lights, and 


other persons appeared. Among 


these, with astonishment and delight, 


1 beheld my well beloved Sarah ! Af, 
ter making this discovery, I soon re- 


cognized the lady, her guardian, and 


the Scotchman who sailed in tlie 


packet- boat. One of the party. lighted 


the candles again, while another, to 
my consternation, advanced toward 


myself. I had lodged upon a second 


curtain, and this presently fell down. 
PFortunately, I rested upon a plaiting 
- att the eons of the curtain that did not 


ee IS descend 
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descend with the rest; and I com- 
forted myself with the belief that I 
was hid from every eye. RN 
Sarah, since last J beheld her, was 

much grown and considerably im- 
proved. I perceived that she was 
agitated, and had been in tears; and 
from the attention bestowed upon her 
by a lady whom I had never seen be- 
fore, I soon began to hope that which 
I afterward found to be true. Sarah 
eas restored to her mother, and in the 
acquisition of this blessing, the good 
Scotchman had been instrumental. | 
From the unconnected parts of a con- 
versation in which, as every one but 
myself seemed to be acquainted wit 
the particulars, no narrative was at- 
tempted, I could learn but little. I 
O heard 
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heard, however, that circumstances 


of distress had thrown obscurity over 

the situation of the mother. It was 
with much pleasure that I gathered | 
from other expressions that, that dis- 
tress was removed. 


It happened to be what is com- 


_ monly called Twelfth-day ; ; and the 


party were assembled to celebrate its 


| honors. The cake was introduced, 


and every one drew his lot from among 
a collection of papers. Much laugh- 
ter, and many shrewd .remarks, fol- 
lowed this eventful moment. I found 
that, the mirth was principally caused 
by the sarcastic appellations or admo- 

nitions that 'most of the party re- 


ceived ; for those who were laughed 


at had no other resource but to laugh 
x at 


— i 
at others; and as every one was 
laughing, pre-eminence, the wish of 
each, could only be hoped for by the 
loudest, or the longest laugher. Now, 
if the benevolent desire of pleasing 
your friends, or those whom you 
honour with that title, be the real 
motive on which you act, would it 
not be as well if every name and 
sentence were complimentary? Is it 
not as easy to say a good -natured 
thing as it is to say an unpleasant 
one? and might it not produce a 
smile as pleasurable, and infinitely 
more becoming the human coun- 
tenance? And if there be not a 
maliciousness in your penetration, is 
it more difficult to find in every cha- 
. racter a subject for praise than for 
satire? 3 
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But there are · few, very few, amuse- 
ments that do not tend to debase or 
to harden the heart. Large stores 

of riddles and conundrums were 
next introduced. Every one feels the 
passion for superiority; and those 
who have no better pretensions, will 
employ the meanest methods of gra- 
tification. What merit is there in 
discovering the meaning of a riddle? 
Vet he that is in possession of the 
secret, triumphs over the blunderer; 
and real talents are abashed by per- 
ceiving their incapacity of doing that 
which is so much praised. A riddle, 
I speak of the enigmatical tribe, is 
not worthy of being unravelled; 
because it is impossible, by dint of 
absolute understanding, to enter into 
the 
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the association of ideas that led to 


its invention; and because it is always 
dangerous to bestow those applauses 
upon chance, which ought to be the 
reward of excellence alone. 

Some part of the company set 
down to cards: but I shall pass at 
once to a more agreeable amuse- 
ment. Who is there that observes 
the miserable shifts to which the 
social world is driven, in order, li- 
terally to get rid of the hours that 
are, for form's sake, passed in com- 
pany;—who 1s there, be he ever $0 
attached to conversation, or dead to 
the © concord of sweet sounds,“ that 
does not rejoice to see the practice of 
music so prevalent? While the time 
is thus occupied, one part of the as 
sembly 
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57 is employed in praising, aid 
the other in endeavouring to deserve 
the praises. Here the best energies 
of the mind are called into action. 


General attention was demanded, 
and very readily. given, to the piano- 
forte. Sarah sang © Where: awa, 
where awa, wandering Willie.” When 


she began this song, I was absolute- 


ly apprehensive that she had dis- 
covered my retreat, and had ad- 
dressed her strain to me. It is this 
idea that makes songs popular: for 


every one finds many individuals, 


who applying it to himself, or to 
another, increases its pathos by ten 


thousand fold. The scotchman 


having given 
„ When wild war's horrid blast was blawn, 
% And gentle peace returning,” &c.* 

* Burns. 


- 


An 


* 


*THE.CRESTED WREN. / It 
An' elderly lady requested that the 
next tune might be merry; the per- 
former complaisantly touched some 
lively notes, and, presently run into a 
strathpsey. This was no sooner 
heard, than one of the party rose, and 
exhibited symptoms of dancing, that 
quickly communicated itself to the 
rest. Every thing that is done by 
mankind deserves high considera- 
tion: but on the present subject I 
shall only observe that, to that part of 
society to whom almost every bodily 
exertion is prohibited as disgraceful, 
the amusement is to be regarded as 
a blessing which affords a e ä 
pretext for exercise. 

Thus passed the evening that I 


N upon the e and that pre- 
sented 


sented to me, for the last time, the 


person of my friend, and gave me 


the satisfaction of beholding her re- 


stored to happiness. In the morn- 
ing I left my confinement, and ever 
since have I continued free and happy. 
You, reader, if you have con- 
descended to follow my pages regu- 
. have already listened to my 
lore.” — May I hope that you will 
grant my other request ?—Will you 
guard my golden head from harm ? 
At least, will you refrain from harm- 


ing it yourself, if we should * 


to meet. 


. 
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Of E. NEWBERY may be had, wrillen 
by the same Author, 


KEEPER's TRAVELS in Search of his 
f Master. Is. 6d. 


The SPARROW. 2s. 
The BEAUTIES of ST. PIERRE. 3s. 6d. 
The INDIAN COTTAGE. 1s. 6d. 


Allos the following Books for the Amusement and 
Instruction of Young Peofile : 


One Shilling and Six-Pence each. 
Geography for Children, by Question and 


Answer | 
A new History of the Grecian States, by the 
Rev. Mr, Cooper 
A new History of England, by ditto 
— - | in French 
A new Roman History, by ditto 2 
The History of North America, by ditto 
The History of South America, by ditto 
The History of France, by ditto 
The History.of Prince Le Boo | 
Poetical Blossoms, being a Selection of short 


Poems for Children to repeat from _- 


Memory, by, the Rev. Mr. Cooper 
Lord Chesterfield's Maxims he I 
Newhbery's familiar Letter-Writer 
Constantio aud Selima, a Fairy Tale 


The New | Childrens Friend 
Moral Amusement 

Youthful Portraits 
Newtonian System of Philosophy, by Tom 

| Telescope 

Paths of Virtue, exempliRen in the Lives of - 
eminent Men and Women 
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Two Shilli "gs each. 


The Blind Child | 
The Two Cousins $f 
Edward Barnard; or, Merit Exalted 1 
The Force of Example 4 
Tales for Youth, with Wood Cuts by Bewick 
Choice Emblems, tor the Improvement of 
Youth | 

The History of Sandſord and Merton 
Anecdotes of Mary; or, the Good Governess 
Tales of the Cottage 
Tales of the Hermitage 
Juvenile Speaker 

Gay's Fables, with Wood Cuts 
Bible in Miniature, Morocco 
A Description of London 1 in 2 pocket volumes. 
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Two Shillings and in Paks each. 


Natural History of Fishes, &c. with 9 880 
Plates 

The Siamese Tales 

Scripture Histories, by Mrs. Pilkington 

Pity's Gift, with Wood Cuts 

Miss Palmer's Lettere on several hy. 
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' Thres Ange each, 


Don Quixote, abridged, with Cuts 

Obedience Rewarded 

The Selector, consisting of visions, Tales, 
and Allegories 

CroxalPs Esop's Fables | 

e s Introduction to Botany, with Cuts, 

. ds 


Three Shillings and Six-Pence each. | 


The Looking-Glass for the Mind, with Wood 
Cuts by Bewick 

The Blossoms of Morality, with Wood Cuts 
by Bewick 

The History of the Bible, with Cuts 

Dr. Dodd's Beauties of History, with Wood 
Cuts 

Historical Beauties for Young Ladies, with 

Wood Cuts 

The Oriental Moralist, or Beauties of the 
Arabian Nights Entertainment, with 

* ute | 

The Juvenile Olio, by Dr. Mavot 

Sheridan and Henderson on Reading and Re- 

citing English Poetry 

Sheridan _ Walker 9 Dictionary _ 

| for the Pocket 

A Short History of Insects, designed as a 
Pocket Companion to those who visit 
the Museums, with Plates, sewed 


r 


Four Shillings each. 


Dr. Johnson's Lives of the English Poets, 
abridged 


LTouth's Miscellany, being a Sequel to the Ju- 


venile Olio, by Dr. Mavor 

Natural Hi istory of Birds, with Copper Plates, 
2 vols. N 
Nate History of Beasts, with Copper- 
. 2 vols. N 


„ 


| ils Shillings and Six-Pence each, 


The Rudiments.of Reason, or Young Experi 
mental Philosopher, 3 vols. 


Five Shillings each. 
Draztintic Diglogues, 2 vols. 


: Jones's s Pocket Biographical Dictionary | 


Six Shillings each. 


| Mitchell's Moral and Instructive Tales, 2 vols. 


Instructive Rambles in London and the ad- 
jacent Villages, 2 vols. 

A new Classical Dictionary, for the Use of 
1 by Ee Browne 


